
REGULATORY RESTRICTIONS and 
drought have cut water supplies to farms 
and 25 million Californians

2009: Federal Central Valley Project deliveries:  10-15% to ag; 
  60-65% to homes and businesses; 100% to refuges

2009: State Water Project deliveries:  30% to farms, homes and  
  businesses

2008/2009: Nearly 1 million acre-feet lost to Delta smelt court ruling;  
  enough water for more than 7 million people

Since 1991: Nearly 3 million acre-feet annually diverted from farms,  
  homes and businesses to the environment

25,420 CENTRAL VALLEY WORKERS 
face unemployment in 2009 due to
water cuts*

Up to 1 million farm acres will not receive water in 2009 from 
State and federal water projects

Economic impacts*

Statewide income loss ....................................................................................$877 million
Central Valley income loss ............................................................................$691 million
Central Valley farm revenue loss ...............................................................$511 million
Central Valley groundwater costs .............................................................$283 million
TOTAL CENTRAL VALLEY IMPACTS ...............$1.4 BILLION

* Economic Impacts of Reductions in Delta Exports on Central Valley Agriculture/update
 Giannini Foundation of Agricultural Economics, University of California

IT’S TIME TO FIX California’s broken 
water system before it’s too late

1962: State Water Project begins water delivery

1962:  California population reaches 17 million

2008: California population tops 38 million

2030: California projected population is 49 million

• Environmental regulations that limit water deliveries from the  
 Delta to farms, homes and businesses must be revised

• A new Delta conveyance system to provide a reliable,   
 environmentally-safe water supply must be built

• An increase in surface and in-ground water
 storage must be achieved


